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Volume CX, Issue 75

Inside the Kaimin
Sports p 9

Women’s tennis heads to
Utah for non-conference dual

Arts p 6

Singers/songwriters go
beyond Sehorn

On Campus Today
• 4 p.m. – “The Politics of Selecting a Nobel Peace Prize Winner,”
Helge Pharo, LA 106, free
• 7:30 p.m. – Jazz Bands, University Theatre, $3 students

March 7, 2008

Forecast

High 46F
Low 28F

– Courtesy of UM Events Calendar

Chemical explosion injures two people Adams Center
nets over half
of donation

Mike Gerrity
MONTANA KAIMIN
An
accidentally
mixed
chemical compound, which may
have included hydrochloric acid,
exploded on the fourth ﬂoor of
the Charles H. Clapp Building
Thursday afternoon, sending
at least two individuals to the
hospital.
Around 2 p.m., a forestry
chemical lab in Room 415 was
being cleaned when various
chemicals were mixed into a
glass container, said Captain Gary
Taylor with the Ofﬁce of Public
Safety.
Someone then sealed the
container with a cap, which caused
the chemical fumes to accumulate
pressure and eventually rupture,
sending acid-stained shards of
glass ﬂying in all directions.
“It
sent
glass
shrapnel
everywhere,” Taylor said.
One woman suffered several
lacerations to the face and arms, as
well as chemical burns.
Another woman suffered less
severe injuries.
Both were transferred to St.
Patrick Hospital for treatment.
Taylor said the most severely
injured woman was rushed into the
emergency chemical shower in the
lab across the hall to prevent further
burning from the chemicals.
“There was some quick action
by some of the other students. It
may have mitigated some of the
injuries,” Taylor said.
UM geosciences professor Julie
Baldwin was teaching a lab in
petrology on the fourth ﬂoor when
the explosion occurred.
Baldwin said that after the bottle
ruptured, glass ﬂew into the room
in which she was teaching, and
that she noticed the atmosphere
smelled like hydrochloric acid.
“It smelled kind of vinegary,”
Baldwin said. “It could have been
an acid explosion.”
UM junior Dan Aspden was
also in Baldwin’s lab and saw the
injured woman being rushed to
the chemical shower immediately
afterwards.
“We were just sitting in class,
and we heard this loud, concussive
force,” Aspden said.
The building was promptly
evacuated to prevent exposure to
the chemicals.
Fireﬁghters and public safety

Elizabeth Harrison
Alex Sakariassen
MONTANA KAIMIN

Eric Oravsky/ Montana Kaimin

Blood mixes with chemicals on the ﬂoor of lab Room 415 in the Charles H. Clapp Building after an explosion at about 2 p.m. yesterday. Two women were hospitalized at
St. Patrick’s hospital for lacerations and burns.

ofﬁcials were already cleaning
out the building within a half hour
of the blast, and were cleaning

chemicals off rugs from Room
415.
By the end of the day, the

building had been completely
aired out and was cleared by the
ﬁre department for re-entry.

MAS abandons rankings for regent hopefuls
Elizabeth Harrison
MONTANA KAIMIN
The
Montana
Associated
Students reversed its decision to
rank the three candidates for student
regent they are recommending to
the governor.
Wednesday MAS approved
sending University of Montana
student Cedric Jacobson as the topranked candidate, but Thursday
the board reconvened to abandon
the rankings.

“It was a unanimous vote to
change to a non-ranking system,”
said ASUM president and MAS
member Dustin Leftridge. He said
the board’s rationale in deciding
to reconvene was that the decision
had been rushed.
Toward the end of the
deliberation Wednesday night,
some MAS members expressed
an eagerness to wrap up the
voting process in order to meet
reservations at the Hot Springs
Lodge in Jackson. Current student
regent Kerra Melvin opposed the

members’ concern, telling them
the process of choosing the three
candidates was of much higher
priority than making dinner
reservations. Leftridge agreed.
Still,
some
members’
impatience pressured the board into
making a hasty decision, according
to other MAS members.
“Previous engagements had
been arranged,” said Tegan
Molloy, ASMSU president and
MAS vice president.
Leftridge said Thursday that
when MAS made the decision to

rank the top candidate, it didn’t
clarify what that meant.
“The conversation fell short,”
he said. “We realized over the
evening and the next day that
we may not have made the best
decision to convey what everyone
on MAS felt.”
It was then that someone
made a motion to reconsider, said
Leftridge, so they reconvened
Thursday afternoon in the ASUMWestern ofﬁce during the Board of
See ASUM, page 4

The Adams Center has raised
between 60 and 80 percent of the
$75,000 promised to the Elton
John AIDS Foundation in an
as-yet unsigned memo with the
Howard Rose Agency, venue
director Mary Muse told the
Montana Kaimin Thursday.
“Quite frankly, the $75,000 …
we never regarded it as something
that might not happen,” Muse
said. “It’s a very do-able thing.”
This news correlates with
optimism expressed this week
by University of Montana
administrators that the donation
money will be raised in time for
the April 11 concert.
Bob Duringer, UM vice
president of administration and
ﬁnance, told the Kaimin on
Wednesday, while attending the
Board of Regents meeting in
Dillon, that Muse is ultimately
responsible for making sure the
funds are raised.
UM Vice President Jim
Foley, also attending the Board
of Regents meeting Wednesday,
said he thinks Muse is involving
people in the community to
raise the $75,000, a fact Muse
conﬁrmed. Ultimately, Foley
said, a combination of groups
would be responsible for
fundraising.
“I think it’s a whole bunch
of us, including students,”
Foley said. “A lot have come
forward to try to be helpful, not
only the University, the student
community, but the community
of Missoula, to bring this worldclass entertainer back again.”
Muse said she did not make
a public announcement about
the donation because she felt a
“media blitz” would generate
bad blood between the Adams
Center and local AIDS charities.
The donation was not meant to
directly compete with the UM
Foundation or Missoula-based
charity organizations, she said.
“I know that there is a
very strong force within our
community
that
fundraises
for AIDS in Missoula, and I
don’t want them to view us as
competition.”
Keri McWilliams, executive
director of the Missoula AIDS
Council, spoke out after reading
about
the
Adams
Center
donation in the Montana Kaimin.
McWilliams issued a statement
on behalf of the Council:
See MONEY, page 12

Check us out
on the Web at

www.montanakaimin.com
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BIG UPS

&

Backhands

The Adams Center is going to raise $75,000 worth of donations for Elton John’s AIDS
Foundation.

by Bill Oram

Welcome to Big Ups and Backhands, the pit stop on your road
trip to the crossword puzzle.

Q1. Do you think this is a good idea?
Q2. Would you donate money to help the Adams Center reach its
goal?

Last week we issued a challenge to the readers of BU&Bh: Come
up with a friendly moniker for Barack Obama and Hillary Clinton,
by combining their names. After last Friday’s Kaimin hit the racks,
the entries starting pouring in.

Q3. Would you donate to any AIDS foundation?
•Erin Kelly

Submissions earning honorable mention were HiRack, Hillack,
Barary, Llama, Clack, Barton, Bamahill and Obinton. Additionally,
we could have had a separate category just for anagrams of Hillary
and Barack – A Library Chalk, Balky Arch Liar – and Clinton and
Obama – Batman in Loco.

senior, communication studies
Q1: I’m not sure because $75,000 is a lot of money. That’s basically the only concern
I have. I’ll be gone after this semester anyway.
Q2: No.
Q3: Yes. I wouldn’t be able to donate a lot, considering my ﬁnancial situation, but I’d
donate.

However a pair of suggestions really stood out. The ﬁrst was
Barackally (pronounced like broccoli), submitted by UM student
Elissa Looney. However, it was ruled by the judges (that’s us) that
the letters “ally” never appear in that order in “Hillary,” and thus that
entry was disqualiﬁed.

•April Gregory

senior, photojournalism

That makes the winner – cue hillbilly guitar riff – Sweet Home
Hillabama, submitted by Susan Stadler, a “sometimes employee” at
the the Bookstore at the University at Montana.

Q1: No. I think the school could spend that money more wisely on something that
could beneﬁt the students.
Q2: No.
Q3: Yes, if money weren’t an issue at this time.

Congratulations Susan, you win nothing, except for Big Ups and the
pride that comes with ripping off an un-revivable Southern rock band.

•Merilee Watne

With that taken care of, on with the show…

freshman, creative writing

BU&Bh has remained loyal to Facebook – wanna be our poke
buddy? – throughout the advent of the SuperPoke, Vampires and
Compare People. But this week, the venerable social networking
tool earns our wrath as well as Backhands. We learned that you can
“suggest” friends add certain friends. As if stalking people wasn’t
already easy enough!

Q1: How are they going to raise it? If it involves an increase in ticket prices, I don’t
necessarily agree it’s a good cause … It depends how they’re going to raise it.
Q2: No.
Q3: Yes.

The “bama” of the aforementioned Sweet Home Hillabama may
be coming to a freezer near you. Probably not, actually, but Slate.
com gets Big Ups for proposing it. Slate held a reader contest of its
own, seeking names for a Barack Obama-themed Ben & Jerry’s ice
cream ﬂavor. The winner? “Yes, pecan.” Mmm, delish.

•Bill Lower

senior, English literature
Q1: I guess it’s good his foundation is making money, but it seems that’s not the
right reason to be giving him money.
Q2: No.
Q2: Yea, I would.

It was revealed this week that Airborne, the self-proclaimed answer
to the common cold, really doesn’t do jack. In fact, the company
is settling a $23.3 million lawsuit and will refund purchases of the
product. But we’re bypassing Airborne, which was just trying to
put food in the mouths of its children, and Backhanding all of you
schmucks who took the stuff like it was communion on Sunday.

•Sean Holley

junior, health and human performance

Big Ups to former – so weird to write that – Packers quarterback
Brett Favre. Favre decided Tuesday to end his 17-year NFL career
and ride into retirement. No. 4 will be remembered as one of the alltime greats. So long, Brett. We’re sure to see you somewhere down
the line, doing Viagra commercials or promoting your own juicer
– something like that.

Q1: Yea, I mean you can raise money for AIDS. Personally, I don’t really care for Elton
John.
Q2: Probably not.
Q2: Yea.

Backhands to vegetarians who eat ﬁsh. Seriously, there is no
such thing as a Tilapia Tree, a Bass Bush or a Salmon Spruce.

•Lance Bell

Finally this week, we’re shipping Big Ups to Jesse and Aber
halls, which are holding a green-off and trying to out-conserve each
other. The winning dorm will cut energy and water use more than
the other. Isn’t it ironic that in this liberal exposition of hippiness the
dorm that wins will thus be the most conservative?

senior, biology
Q1: I don’t know. AIDS is a noble cause and all, but it seems like there are
important issues locally.
Q2: I’d have to have money to be able to respond to that.

That wraps up this performance of BU&Bh, come back next week.
We promise the only weapon we’ll be concealing is our mind.
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Letters

Montana Kaimin
Adams Center donation is
absurd
You can’t be serious.
The University of Montana
Adams Center’s agreement to
donate $75,000 to the Elton John
AIDS Foundation in order to
secure his April 11 performance is
an absurd proposal.
It is insulting to students, like
myself, who help raise funds for
the University. I work for the
University of Montana Foundation,
where my role is to call UM
alumni and ask them to donate to
the various schools, programs and
other institutions campus-wide,
including the Adams Center. The
vast majority of alumni we contact
decide not to donate for a variety of
reasons. We remind alumni that,
in a nutshell, only 12 percent of
UM’s budget comes from the state,
a great deal is provided by private
donations, and the difference is the
cost of tuition. Despite the clear
need for donations, many alumni
do not recognize the degree of our
ﬁnancial need.
It is my hope that our potential
donors will somehow fail to catch
this very large ﬁnancial commitment
in the news. Because if they DO
still happen to read the news, and

Letters
to the
Editor
they DO happen to notice UM’s
sudden generosity toward celebrity
AIDS funds, many will deduce that
the University has plenty of money
to go around; they will be unlikely
to assume that donor support is
necessary to UM.
Adams Center director Mary
Muse calls the agreement “a
good business decision for the
community.” But I think it is
naive at best to assume that all the
publicity associated with Elton
John’s presence in Missoula will be
positive. Even now, the headline
“Elton concert comes with a price”
hardly conjures up thoughts like,
“Wow, this is really great for the
University. What wise spending.”
As one of the many UM students
relying solely on federal ﬁnancial
aid and student loans, I know I am
not alone in my concern regarding
the way that University afﬁliates
spend their money and how it
relates to the rising cost of tuition.
This community of students simply

cannot afford to begin spending
trends such as this. Student groups
that are forming to coordinate fund
raising for this donation need to
examine the value of these efforts.
After all, they could just as easily
be forming groups to raise money
for the academic beneﬁt of UM.
In addition, I ﬁnd it puzzling
that a huge celebrity like Elton
John would be willing to accept
this amount of money from a
state institution with some of the
most relatively high costs in the
nation (in terms of cost of tuition
compared to per capita income).
If the intents of this event were
to truly beneﬁt our community,
perhaps this successful celebrity
would decide he can spare some
extra cash and simply donate
proﬁts from the concert itself
toward his AIDS fund. But clearly,
he has already chosen to take from
the poor and give to the sickly,
while making a large proﬁt in the
process. We should be wiser than
to leap into a $75,000 agreement
to secure a performance by Elton
John, who can already afford to be
generous without our help.
Lindsay Becker
Freshman, Resource
conservation

Pissed? Pleased? Perturbed?
Write a letter to the editor.
letters@kaimin.umt.edu
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Wanted
• Reporters
• Copy editors
 The Kaimin is now taking applications for

all positions. Pick one up in Anderson Hall 208

News
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Bathroom basher, baseball bat brandisher, boozy bruiser
Mike Gerrity
MONTANA KAIMIN
Feb. 28, 10:00 p.m.
A highly intoxicated man was
stumbling through a parking lot
in the Craighead-Sisson Housing
Area when ofﬁcers responded to a
call that he was beating on a car.
Captain Gary Taylor from UM’s
Ofﬁce of Public Safety said he had
somehow knocked a side mirror
off a parked car. “We don’t know
if he purposely broke the mirror on
the car or just staggered into it,”
Taylor said. The man was cited for
criminal mischief.

with a baseball bat and looking for
someone. Ofﬁcers later determined
they weren’t threatening or looking
to beat up anybody. “They were
just carrying a bat, I guess,” Taylor
said. The two were released to the
custody of their parents.
March 1, 12:23 a.m.
Someone called the Ofﬁce of
Public Safety to report seeing
a group of people apparently
ﬁghting near the construction site
by Pantzer Hall. Ofﬁcers could not
locate them after investigating the
scene.

Feb. 29, 10:13 p.m.
Ofﬁcers responded to a
complaint from the UC Game
Room that two juveniles, ages
16 and 17, were hanging around

March 1, 2:47 a.m.
A group of students met
ofﬁcers by the west entrance of
the Curry Health Center. A man
was with them seeking treatment

ASUM

wasn’t the best way to go about
choosing a candidate.
Last year, Leftridge said, the
three candidates chosen were
ranked.
Jacobson said he understands
the rationale behind MAS’s
decision.
“Sending the three candidates
unranked is a lot more equitable
and fair for everyone involved,”
he said. He also said the governor
doesn’t always go with MAS in
ranking.
“They must have decided I was
the strongest candidate yesterday.
It’s too bad they changed their
minds about submitting a ranking
after the fact,” he said. “I don’t
think it will hurt my candidacy.”
Montana State’s Bovard Tiberi,
another one of the three candidates
being sent to the governor’s ofﬁce,
said at ﬁrst he was concerned for
Jacobson and what his reaction
would be.
“Because if I were in his
situation, I would think this is
unfair,” he said. “After hearing
the reasons by MAS, I concur
with their decision. I felt many of
the same issues were pertinent.”

Continued from page 1
Regents meeting.
“It was an opportunity to sit
down and rehash what happened
the day before,” he said.
Molloy also said she thought the
decision was rushed. Originally,
when the board convened early
Wednesday night, Molloy said
she had made the motion to rank
nominees. Later, she said, she voted
against that motion. She said there
were four reasons MAS decided
to change the ranking system: The
system had a statistical ﬂaw; the
board was rushed; each candidate
is equally capable of the position;
and ranking is irrelevant because
the governor has the ﬁnal decision
in choosing the student regent.
“The problem with the ranking
system is that we did not line out
the process,” Molloy said. She said
ranking is not an accurate statistical
representation, as pointed out by
ASMSU senator Deepu Philip
during the deliberation. Leftridge
agreed that the statistical process

March 1, 8:15 p.m.
An intoxicated male walked
into the wrong apartment at
Granite Court Student Housing.
“Apparently he had trouble
because (the apartments)
were all painted the same,
and they looked alike,” Taylor
said. Police escorted the man
back to his apartment.
claiming he had been assaulted on
13th Street. City police handled
the investigation, and the man was
transferred to St. Patrick’s Hospital
for a possible concussion.
March 1, 9:00 a.m.
RA’s from Aber Hall notiﬁed
Public Safety Ofﬁcers that the
Leftridge said the board did not
go back through and reevaluate
the candidates.
“We felt the process we had
used did not quite reﬂect the
sentiments on the board,” he said.
Molloy said all of the candidates
are incredibly diverse and highly
capable.
She said next year she would
advise the board not to rank
candidates. She hopes to put
together a miniature manual to
help the transition of MAS next
year.
“I think good leaders recognize
when mistakes are made and
correct them,” she said.
Regent Wrap up:
A proposal by Gov. Brian
Schweitzer that would have
state agencies reduce energy
consumption
met
optimism
Thursday from the Montana Board
of Regents.
Under his “20 by 10 initiative,”
Schweitzer hopes state agencies
can reduce energy consumption
by 20 percent by the year 2010,
said David Ewer, budget director
for the governor’s ofﬁce. He

Police
Blotter
study lounge and a bathroom
on the second ﬂoor had been
vandalized at some point during
the night. Someone had apparently
broken the door of a bathroom
stall off of the frame in the men’s
room. In addition, they overturned
a couch in the study hall and
urinated all over the ﬂoor. Taylor
encouraged the Regents to keep
that goal in mind when planning
long-term construction projects
on Montana’s campuses.
“This is a signature Gov.
Schweitzer effort,” he said. “With
respect to long-range building,
I urge you to consider energy
conservation as a key component
in your deliberation in the longrange building program.”
Student regent Kerra Melvin
voiced students’ commitment to
20 by 10. “The students are behind
it 100 percent,” she told Ewer
and the Board. “Twenty by 10 is
an excellent example of what we
need to be doing as a University
system and as a state,” she said.
The Regents will continue
to discuss long-range building
priorities, taking into account the
governor’s 20 by 10 challenge,
when they meet again in May.
Also:
– The Board of Regents took
no action on the 2 percent pool
of money requested for faculty
recruitment and retention; the
Board also took no action on the
new Montana Climate Ofﬁce’s

said it was “Obviously some
dorm room students who hadn’t
been housebroken yet.” Repairing
the damage is estimated to cost
between $250 and $300. So far no
suspects have been identiﬁed.
March 4, 11:30 p.m.
Ofﬁcers responded to a report
of a noxious odor coming from
a dorm room on the ﬁrst ﬂoor
of Duniway Hall. Following a
thorough investigation, ofﬁcers
discovered a small bud of
marijuana. The student, a juvenile,
was cited for possession of drug
paraphernalia.
Citations:
Cyle Madgwick, 24, criminal
mischief
request for $400,000. These items
will be on the agenda at the next
Board of Regents meeting in
May.
–The Board approved a
Bachelor of Science dual
degree in International Field
Geosciences in collaboration
with University College Cork in
Ireland and Potsdam University
in Germany; they also approved
a request for $75,000 in planning
for athletic projects at UM; and
they consented to a revision of
the Montana University System
Honor Scholarship that substitutes
the GPA requirement term “3.400”
for “3.4”.
– Check out ASMSU President
Tegan Molloy singing the UM
ﬁght song after losing a bet to
ASUM President Dustin Leftridge.
She belted it out in front of the
Board of Regents in a Monte
suit. Molloy received a standing
ovation from the crowd, including
Gov. Brian Schweitzer, President
George Dennison and Provost
Royce Engstrom. www.youtube.
com/user/asummissoula

Please
Recycle this paper!

Kaimin Arts
kaiminarts@gmail.com

The ofﬁcial Kaimin Arts
Guide to First Friday

Mapping First Friday

Missoula Art
Museum

The Missoula Art Museum will
display “Following the Rhythms
of Life: The Ceramic Art of David
Shaner” starting tonight. A gallery
talk will also be held with Peter
Held, curator of the Ceramics
Research Center at the Arizona
State University Art Museum.
“Following the Rhythm of
Life” offers an in-depth look
at the work of David Shaner, a
nationally renowned studio-potter
from Big Fork who died in 2002.
The exhibition also serves as the
educational foundation for the Fifth
Grade Art Experience, according
to the MAM’s Web site.
Doors open to MAM members
only from 5 to 6 p.m., then to the
general public from 6 to 8 p.m.
Peter Held’s gallery talk will start
at 7 p.m.

Gallery
Saintonge
Gallery Saintonge will feature
the work of Jane Waggoner
Deschner in the exhibition
“Deduction, Speculation, and
Fantasy.” According to the
gallery’s Web site, the exhibition
fuses “photography, art, found
object and design” while defying
“any particular classiﬁcation.”
The art walk reception will
take place from 5 to 8 p.m., and
the Billings-based artist will be
on hand to discuss her work with
attendees.

The Celtic
Connection
The Celtic Connection is
featuring traditional Irish music
and will be serving Guinness and
ﬁnger foods from 7 to 9 p.m.

Studio 12 Art
Gallery

The Studio 12 Art Gallery will
be open “late” this First Friday with
the exhibition “Ships & Boats” by
Peter Keefer. “Ships & Boats”
is a collection of Keefer’s photo
collages, ink and watercolor works
and photographs, all built around
nautical themes. The Gallery is
located downtown, below street
level on the corner of Broadway
Street and Pattee Street.
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A- Monte Dolack

C- Gallery Saintonge

E- Studio 12 Art Gallery

B- The Celtic Connection

D-The Dana Gallery

F- Missoula Art Museum

A ‘Good Neighbor’

Ceretana Gallery
Local artist Danny Bobbe will
display his personal collection
as what he called his “one last
hoorah” before leaving Missoula:
the exhibition “And This, Too,
Shall Pass” at Ceretana Gallery.
Bobbe’s exhibition is mainly
comprised of photography, artistic
images from his days as Kaimin
Arts editor, and ink and paper
drawings of celebrities such as
Kurt Vonnegut and John Lennon.
The showcase will also feature the
music of Bobbe’s band, “Danny’s
Dilemma,” which recently ﬁnished
work on a new album.
None of the art is for sale, but
Bobbe said that if anyone seems
particularly interested in a piece,
he’ll “negotiate a price that’d be
fair.”
Doors will open to the public
from 5 to 10 p.m. Ceretana
Gallery is located on the corner
of Sherwood Avenue and Milton
Street, near the railroad tracks.

Kaimin Arts Movie Quote Quiz
We’ll give you an easy one this week, partly because
we’d like to generate more responses (but mostly cause
we’re lazy). Remember, those guesses should be sent to
kaiminarts@gmail.com. Yee-haw!
“I have vision, and the rest of the world wears bifocals.”
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The Dana Gallery will extend
their displaying of “Out West
– The Great American Landscape”
until March 15, and unveil the
exhibition “Proffer an Offer,” a
body of works from the private
collection of owners Dudley and
Candice Dana.
“Out West” is a traveling
exhibition of works by over 50
artists, depicting landscapes of the
American West. It is presented by
the Meridian International Center,
in cooperation with the National
Art Museum of China.
“Proffer an Offer” features the
work of several artists, including
Robert Moore, Robert Schlegel,
and Parvin. Michael Bowlin, sales
manager for Dana Gallery, says
this is more of a transitory First
Friday, making way for pieces
obtained from the Charles M.
Russell Art Auction in Great Falls
later this month.
Dana Gallery will remain open
until 8 p.m. tonight.
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a

The Monte Dolack Gallery
will showcase “Watermarks,” a
collection of paintings and sketches
inspired by Dolack’s recent trip to
Venice, Italy.
About 16 pieces will be on
display, including “The Lion of
Venice,” as well as other images
depicting the beauty of Venice.
Prices range anywhere from
$600 for mid-size pieces to $2000
for larger works.
The gallery will be open from
5 to 8 p.m. Dolack will be present
during the art walk.

The Dana Gallery
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Steve Miller and Erica Doornek
MONTANA KAIMIN

Monte Dolack
Gallery

friday, march 7, 2008

Alisia Muhlestein / Montana Kaimin

Senior Bethany Joyce plays the cello with her band “Good Neighbor Policy” at the Otherside late Thursday night. They were competing against other local bands like “Reverand Slanky” and “Black Velvet Elvis” in the PBR Battle of the Bands.
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Froedric’s Teeth performs at the Pebble Light CD release on March 1. Izaak and Franny Opatz jam in the background while Margie Hunt sings and Jenny Hunt plays the ﬂute. “Three of us live together and another lives next door, so we jam together a lot,” Franny Opatz said.

A culture built on music
Story by
Melissa Weaver
Photos by
Eric Oravsky
At the Travis Sehorn and the Pebble
Light CD release party at the Badlander
last Saturday night, my friend Mark Dostal
looked at me quizzically while I interviewed
him, stopped me mid-sentence and asked,
“Are you qualiﬁed to write this kind of
story?”
He explained that he wasn’t sure if I
knew enough about music.
I do.
But the question was off-putting
nonetheless.
In a town where many equate shows with
hipsters who scribble poetry in the corner,
learning about local bands without feeling
out of place can be somewhat challenging.
A crowd of about 100 musicians and their
friends meandered near the stage, swapping
stories and drinking.
“I ﬁrst met Travis two years ago,” said
Kier Atherton, a friend and fellow band
member of Sehorn’s. “He was spreading
a vicious rumor that I was in a Christian
band.”
That turned out not to be the case, and
with an apology Sehorn forged a lasting
friendship.
Sehorn’s wiry blond hair, big eyes and
his laidback, soft, poetic way of speaking,
go a long way in explaining why people are
drawn to him.
Pebble Light band member Russel

All of the bands at the event were
Daniels called Sehorn “kind of the epicenter, month-old band Potatoes O’Brien boasts that
for sure,” of the Missoula music scene.
their Irish-tinged hard rock is a by-product connected to Sehorn somehow. Potatoes
Daniels met Sehorn while Sehorn was of the Irish blood that runs through the veins O’Brien drummer, Chance Cole, is a friend
playing on the street, a place Sehorn meets of two of the band’s four members.
of Sehorn’s. Bethany Joyce, of ‘Froedric’s
many musicians. Daniels said Sehorn likes
But he doesn’t take himself or his band Teeth,’ plays cello in both bands. Kier
to experiment with different band members, too seriously.
Atherton (piano) and Katie Olp (vocals)
which explains why his lineup is constantly
“I don’t know if Potatoes O’Brien will are both members of Zen Saloon as well as
adding new inﬂuences. Sehorn calls it “a still be our name in a month,” he laughed. Pebble Light … just to name a few.
collective of people. A collision of like “We’re kind of dicking around for now, just
Although the crowd was mostly musicians
interests.”
having fun.”
or friends of musicians, some people at the
There is no doubt that Sehorn is a big
Potatoes O’Brien was the unannounced release were wary of sharing their opinion
part of the singer/songwriter scene, but it opener for the CD release party. The of the show, afraid that they didn’t have
is impossible to call anyone the center of members of scheduled opener Froedric’s enough musical expertise.
Missoula music as a whole.
Teeth (all music majors) got tied up at a
According to van Eeden, that shouldn’t
There is just too much music.
recital and arrived late.
matter.
Missoula offers a wide variety: folk
artists like David Boone and Jacob Kuntz,
who play primarily in cafes like Liquid
Planet and Break Espresso; reggae/funk
bands Reverend Slanky and LP and the
Federales, who frequent the Otherside and
the Badlander; hip hop; punk; big band;
rock; bluegrass; and open mike nights at
various bars and the UC.
“The music is eclectic, that is the only
way I can think of to describe it,” said UM
student Mollee Hren.
And original, added KBGA DJ Mandela
van Eeden, who said a strong point of local
bands is that they tend to shy away from
performing covers, favoring “to write their
own stuff.”
And the musicians aren’t only college
students. Middle-aged Bob Marshall owns
Biga Pizza and serves as its head chef during
the day. By night he rocks the town as the
drummer for the Volumen. But he can’t
stay out as late as he did when the members
of Volumen ﬁrst took the stage in 1996; he
Eric Oravsky/ Montana Kaimin
has a young daughter now.
Lead singer/guitarist Ben Fosland of one- Michael Atherton leads with the banjo while playing for Pebble Light. Atherton also played the lead guitar for the band.
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Ben Fosland warms up on the guitar while Chance Cole sets up the drums before their performance at the Badlander on March 1. “We
don’t really have a name, but, for tonight, I guess we will be Potatoes O’Brien,” Fosland said.
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Russel Daniels looks over the crowd as he plays the base guitar for Pebble Light from the amp.

“Music taste is all opinion,” van Eeden
said, “you can’t say that someone is ‘wrong’
for liking a certain kind of music. One band
can be better than another in your opinion,
but opinion isn’t fact.”
Sitting at the show, wondering why the
Badlander TVs were playing a video of sea
creatures, I found the music at the semiexclusive event something no one, regardless
of musical expertise, should be shy about
enjoying.

Eric Oravsky/ Montana Kaimin

A tech for the Badlander works with Pebble Light while setting up their performance.
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UM Republicans, Democrats debate
Lauren Russell
MONTANA KAIMIN

Some students in the UC
Commons didn’t know they
were getting a healthy helping of
politics with their lunches when
the University of Montana College
Democrats
and
Republicans
debated for the ﬁrst time in four
years Thursday afternoon.
The one-hour debate, which
took place at noon, featured four
members of each group who
sparred on issues ranging from the
environment and economy to the
cost of college tuition.
The debate was sponsored by
ASUM’s Student Political Action
Committee, which also mediated
the event.
Jacob
Childers,
SPAC’s
director, said it was the ﬁrst of
several events planned before the
November presidential election.
“Going into a presidential
election year, it’s really important
that students start becoming
politically aware,” Childers said.
“We felt that this was a really good
opportunity for two active political
groups on campus to share their
views.”
Childers said the Commons was
picked because of the automatic
student turnout that the lunch hour
provides. It was also the only venue
available.
The
College
Democrats
team featured Scott Martin, the
group’s president, and members
Siri Smillie, Mary Connole and

Eric Oravsky / Montana Kaimin

The College Democrats and the College Republicans face off in a debate Thursday afternoon in the UC Commons. The majority of the dialogue covered education, universal healthcare and energy.

Nate Kosted, who is also the state
director of Students for Barack
Obama.

On the Republican side, Eric
Fulton, Jake Yerger, Jennifer Elliot
and Matt Meade represented the
platform of the GOP.
The format featured three longand short-answer questions that
gave each side time for statements,
cross-examinations and rebuttals.
The ﬁnal topic of the debate hit
closest to UM because it asked the
teams to state whether or not they
support concealed weapons on
campus. UM Republican’s Meade
said the University should support
concealed
weapons
permits
because they could enable students
to protect themselves if a gunman
were to enter one of the large
buildings like Urey Lecture Hall.
“No yahoo can just go out there

and get a gun,” Meade said.
Kosted spoke for the Dems
and said while he supports gun
ownership, guns have no place on
the UM campus.
“We don’t need vigilante justice
on campus, just more security,”
Kosted said.
The debate was the second
event this week between the two
groups, who staged a bowl-off
this past Wednesday. Martin said
this friendly competition between
the groups is part of his goal to
establish a more cooperative
relationship with the GOP.
“Even though we do disagree,
we like to intermix and help each
other out,” Martin said.
Though most people were

focused on eating or studying, the
event drew a handful of interested
individuals to the back of the
room. Freshman Ben Sularz said
he didn’t know about the debate
before he came to study, but he
tuned in intermittently.
“I thought it was a good forum
to get students involved,” Sularz
said. “Even if students didn’t pay
attention the whole time, they got
a little bit involved just by being
here.”
SPAC will next host a panel
discussion including Missoula
mayor John Engen, Forward
Montana’s Matt Singer and the
Montana Republican Party director
Will Deschamps. It will be March
11 at 6:30 p.m.
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Women’s basketball: The
Lady Griz are Big Sky Champs.
With Thursday night’s 6248 victory over the Eastern
Washington Eagles, Montana
clinched the crown outright.
Montana never trailed, and
the win gives UM the rights to
host the Big Sky Conference
postseason tournament March
13-15. Senior forward Johanna
Closson led Montana with 13
points and eight rebounds.
Junior guard Mandy Morales
came close to a double-double,
tacking on 10 points and
pulling down nine boards. The
Lady Griz shot just 38 percent
from the ﬁeld, and only sank
a single 3-pointer all evening.
Montana was also hampered
by 20 turnovers. Strong free
throw shooting (84 percent) and
a 40-26 rebounding advantage
helped the Lady Griz secure the
win and snatch the league title.
Montana now faces Portland
State on Saturday in the ﬁnal
regular-season matchup.
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Women’s tennis heads to Utah State
Jake Grilley
MONTANA KAIMIN
The University of Montana
women’s tennis team is competing
in Logan, Utah today, the team’s
second non-conference dual match
of the season. The Griz face
Utah State at 1 p.m. today and
the University of Utah at 11 a.m.
Saturday.
Junior Liz Walker said these
non-conference
matches
are
important because the team can
experiment with things it otherwise
would be hesitant to try against a
conference opponent.
“It is good to go out there
and play non-conference people
because it is more conducive to
practice,” Walker said. “It allows
us to try things that we want to
use in a match, but aren’t totally
conﬁdent to use when it comes

down to the crunch. We can take
away positives if we try those
things, build that conﬁdence and
take that into conference play.”
Head coach Jen Anderson
agreed the main focus in playing
these non-conference opponents is
to prepare her team for April, when
they start the bulk of conference
play.
“It is nice to play different
teams and see different players,”
Anderson said. “It is deﬁnitely nice
to win, but we use these to get more
matches in before conference.”
The team hasn’t fared too well
in its non-conference schedule
so far this season. Montana has
lost all ﬁve of its matches against
non-conference opponents, going
a combined 4-31 against its ﬁve
opponents.
The team’s lone win of the
season came against conference

opponent Northern Colorado on
Feb. 10.
Anderson said she expects the
same caliber of play from both
Utah schools.
“Utah State has been up and
down with their wins and losses so
far this year,” she said.
Anderson said the University
of Utah should be the test of the
weekend. The Utes swept in-state
rival Utah State, 7-0, two weekends
ago. This week, the University of
Utah (7-4) was ranked 49th in the
nation by the International Tennis
Association.
“They are pretty solid from one
to six,” she said. “Normally we
don’t see that, so that is something
we have to key on and everyone
has to play well.”
Walker said playing a dual
match also helps the team
physically prepare for the bulk of

the conference schedule.
“Tennis is one of those sports
where you can condition as much
as possible but when you go into
a match it is totally different,”
Walker said. “Usually the body
hurts a little bit, especially after
playing two or three matches in
a weekend. It is a good test to see
where we are at physically.”
Anderson said that after two
strong weeks of practice, Montana
is anxious to see what strides it has
made.
“This week our doubles play has
been great, so I am really excited
to see that,” Anderson said. “That
has been a main point of ours to
get that doubles point because
we play doubles ﬁrst and get our
momentum going into singles. We
have been having some nice, hard
practices so I think the girls are
ready to get back to competing.”

Balancing act

Men’s basketball: Hoping to
catch the Grizzlies’ quarterﬁnal
game against Idaho State on
Saturday? The action will be
televised live, beginning at 7:05
p.m., on www.bigskytv.org.

thursday’s
scores
WOMEN’S BBALL
Montana – 62
Eastern Washington – 48
Northern Colorado – 85
Northern Arizona – 67
Montana State – 74
Portland State – 70

Standings
Hugh Carey/Montana Kaimin

MEN’S BBALL
School
Conf.
+Portland State 14-2
*N. Arizona
11-5
*Weber State
10-6
*Montana
8-8
*Idaho State
8-8
*Montana State 7-9
E. Washington 6-10
N. Colorado
6-10
Sacramento State 2-14

Total
21-9
20-10
15-13
14-15
11-18
15-14
11-19
13-16
4-23

WOMEN’S BBALL
School
Conf.
+Montana
13-2
*Idaho State
11-4
*Portland State 10-5
Montana State 10-5
N. Colorado
7-8
Weber State
6-9
N. Arizona
6-10
Sacramento State 4-11
E. Washington 1-14

Total
23-5
19-8
20-8
15-12
13-15
12-15
10-19
6-21
4-24

+Clinched regular season title.
*Clinched spot in postseason
tournament.

Ironworker Ken Hokens reaches for the cable as they install cranes at the Washington-Grizzly Stadium Wednesday afternoon. The construction company, American Ironworkers & Erectors, is
based in Spokane, Wash. The stadium construction expected to be completed in August.

Favre says tearful goodbye to football
GREEN BAY, Wis. (AP)
– Sitting by himself on an airplane
ride up to Green Bay on Thursday
morning, Brett Favre struggled to
ﬁnd a sincere and graceful way to
say he was ﬁnished with football.
In the end, his tears told the
story.
“I know I can play but I don’t
think I want to,” Favre said, choking
with emotion in a news conference
at Lambeau Field two days after
he announced his retirement. “It’s
been a great career for me, but it’s
over.”
Wearing an untucked collared
shirt, blue jeans and several days’
worth of stubble, Favre said he was
convinced he could still play on
Sundays, but had lost his passion
to practice and prepare the way he
would need to lead the Packers to
another Super Bowl.
Given that fact, he could draw

only one conclusion: It was over.
“As they say, all good things
must come to an end,” Favre said.
“I look forward to whatever the
future may hold for me.”
After a farewell news conference
that lasted just over an hour, Favre
put his arm around his tearful
wife, Deanna, and left the stage
– presumably for good.
He takes with him a Super Bowl
victory, virtually every quarterback
record worth having and the
widespread admiration of his peers
and fans.
The 38-year-old Favre also
leaves with graying hair and a
deliberate gait – signs that the years
were quietly taking a toll on the man
who was celebrated for playing a
serious and precise game with the
carefree joy of a little boy.
He cried Thursday as he
discussed his decision.

“I promised I wouldn’t get
emotional,” he said. But as the tears
ﬂowed, he added, “I’ve watched
hundreds of players retire and you
wonder what that would be like.
You think you’re prepared ...”
Favre thanked the Green Bay
Packers for letting him play.
“I hope that with every penny
they’ve spent on me, they know it
was money well spent,” he said. “It
wasn’t about the money or fame or
records. I hear people talk about
your accomplishments and things.
It was never my accomplishments,
it was our accomplishments.”
Favre is the NFL’s only threetime MVP, and leads the league with
442 touchdown passes, 61,655 yards
passing and 160 career victories.
He started 253 consecutive regularseason games, more than any other
quarterback in history.
Favre also holds the more

dubious mark of 288 interceptions
– an indication of the wild streak
that only made him more human to
the fans who adored him.
The same was true of Favre’s
highly publicized struggles with an
addiction to prescription painkillers,
his support of his wife through a
battle with breast cancer, and a
memorable Monday night game
against Oakland after he lost his
father.
Favre’s exit comes after a
remarkable 2007 season, but his
ﬁnal pass was one to forget: An
interception in overtime of the NFC
Championship Game, a mistake that
set up the New York Giants’ ﬁeld
goal that sent the Packers home
instead of to the Super Bowl.
Most folks ﬁgured Favre
couldn’t exit that way, especially
when he had at least one more good
year left in him.
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Interactive art

Eric Oravsky / Montana Kaimin

Art professor Rafael Chacon
lifts the arm of a puppet as
chair of the communications
department Betsy Bach
watches at the BFA show
in the Gallery of Visual Arts
Thursday night. The puppet
is a part of Kirby Majerus’
piece, “I Need Big Muscles
for the Swim Team.”

ASUM ﬁnalizes budget; about $800,000 allocated
Amy Faxon
MONTANA KAIMIN
After more than 16 hours of
discussing which student groups
should get how much money, the
ASUM Senate had their ﬁnalized
budget for the 2008-2009 ﬁscal
year.
ASUM had $807,338.76 to
allocate to student groups and
ASUM agencies.
Each student group submitted
a written request for how much
money they need for next year
to the ASUM ofﬁce in February.
ASUM
President
Dustin
Leftridge, Vice President Tara
Ness, and Business Manager
Erica Henderson recommended
to the senate an amount of money

each group should get based on
their requests. Starting at 8 a.m.
last Friday, the senate divvied
out money to the groups and
agencies until all $807,338.76 was
allocated.
The senate considers many
different things while deciding
the ﬁnal amount a group should
receive. Henderson said a group
with more members would beneﬁt
from the money more so they
might get a larger amount than
a group with fewer members. A
group that has done some of their
own fundraising might be more
likely to get the remaining amount
of money they need from ASUM
because they have shown initiative
to raise money themselves. Other
groups such as the Forestry

Students Association need money
for expensive equipment so they
might receive a greater chunk of
their requested amount. It depends
on what the group is using the
money for, Henderson said.
Of the $807,338.76 available,
$562,762.96 went to ASUM

agencies.
The
remaining
$244,575.80, a little less than one
third of the total, was allocated to
student groups.
Budgeting week was about
three weeks earlier than it has
been in past years. Henderson said
it was earlier this year because

of conﬂicts with the Board of
Regents meeting this week and
campaigning for ASUM elections,
which starts the week after spring
break.
“Money and campaigning
should never be mixed up,”
Henderson said.

Student Groups and Agencies with the Highest Allocations
Student Groups
CAMAS
Cutbank
Garden Club
Kyi-Yo
Oval Magazine
Women’s Center
International Student
Association Food Festival
Sports Union
Music Union

Requests
$6,762.00
$12,592.00
$4,725.00
$19,267.01
$5,570.50
$12,585.03

Executive Recommendation
$3,850.00
$5,155.00
$3,525.00
$4,975.00
$3,309.00
$6,706.30

Final Senate Allocation
$3,850.00
$5,155.00
$3,625.00
$5,725.00
$3,309.00
$9,569.65

$8,930.00
$199,997.88
$77,650.06

$3,378.00
$17,000.00
$13,000.00

$3,806.00
$23,200.00
$20,000.00

ASUM Agencies
ASUM Administration
ASUM Childcare
Legal Services
Off Campus Renter
Center
UM Productions

Requests
$174,204.00
$150,413.15
$167,536.00

Executive Recommendation
$169,836.00
$150,341.16
$163,039.00

Final Senate Allocation
$169,836.00
$150,341.16
$163,039.00

$23,104.64
$84,398.00

$17,448.80
$62,098.00

$17,448.80
$62,098.00

Total for all
groups & agencies

$1,293,522.05 $776,669.76

$807,338.76
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Find food and fun at International Festival
Trevon Milliard
MONTANA KAIMIN
Last year’s International Culture
and Food Festival offered tastes of
far-off lands to more people than
ever before, and organizers expect
Sunday’s celebration to be even
bigger.
“Every year we get more
exposure and more groups
participating, who bring their
constituents,” said Efﬁe Koehn,
director of Foreign Students and
Scholar Services.
Last year saw more than
3,500 people participate in the
celebration, Koehn said. The
festival takes over all ﬂoors of
the University Center starting at
noon and, for ﬁve hours, will be
dishing out cultural food, music,
performances and interactive
demonstrations in Children’s
World. The event is being put on
by UM’s International Students
Association and Foreign Students
and Scholar Services.
About 20 food booths will
reign over the ﬁrst ﬂoor and offer
cuisine representative of places
like Russia, Africa, Cambodia and

more. Even UM’s Kyi-Yo Native
American Student Association will
cook some traditional dishes.
Most of the groups are returning
from last year, but some food booths
are making a ﬁrst-time appearance,
like those of the Italians, Gaelic
Society and Germans, said food
booth coordinator Scott Gray. And
some returning groups make a
point to experiment with traditional
recipes, he said. Also new to some
booths’ menus this year are drinks,
like Taiwanese tapioca-based teas,
he said.
Americans already eat some of
the foods, like Swedish meatballs,
but the festival’s cooks – who are
either foreign students or foreign
community members – offer their
authentic, homegrown recipes
that usually don’t survive the long
journey to Missoula, Gray said.
Also at the festival will be
an International Culture Show
in the UC Ballroom featuring
performances by students and
community members, like a
Russian dance, Tai Chi, a Hmong
courtship dance, and West African
and Zimbabwean music and
dance.

Alisia Muhlestein / Montana Kaimin

With the International Fair coming up many of the countries in this ring of desktop ﬂags in the International
Ofﬁce will be represented in the UC this Sunday. The entrance fee is $2; inside there will be dancing, crafts,
food and even a children’s corner.

Can’t get enough Kaimin?
Go to montanakaimin.com and click on
“Multimedia” for great slide shows of:
• UM Soccer
• Dog Sleding
• Rocky Mountain Ballet
prepares for China
• And more...

Youngsters
can
enjoy
Children’s World on the second
ﬂoor, where community groups
will offer interactive activities, like
origami making, Middle Eastern
dance and Malaysian kite-making,
to teach children of their cultures,
said organizer Jen Guersky.
“We’re going to have up to 13
things going on at the same time,”
she said.
One entirely new event at the
festival will be a silent auction in
commemoration of the Missoula
International Friendship Program’s
20th anniversary. The group
recruits community members

and helps foreign residents adjust
to life in America, Koehn said.
International students have donated
arts and crafts from their countries
for the auction in the third-ﬂoor
lobby.
“There’s been a tremendous
response by students,” Koehn
said.
And the foreign students are
the ones that make this festival
possible by offering their culture
to Missoula, Koehn said.
For that reason, the festival
takes on a different face every year
because some students who work
in the festival leave and others

come in, Gray said. Even within
some foreign student groups, like
the African Student Association,
the members change and African
students can come from completely
different regions, bringing new
foods and customs, he said.
“Each year, they try to do food
from a new area,” Gray said. “This
year, it’s Chad.”
Entrance to Sunday’s festival
costs $2 per adult and $1 for
children. The food is served in
small portions and cost a couple of
dollars at most. Price is set by each
group.
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MONEY
Continued from page 1
“We
certainly
support
the efforts of the Elton John
Foundation to raise awareness
about HIV/AIDS. However, we
would like to remind the University
community that HIV/AIDS is
an issue right here in Montana.
Missoula AIDS Council provides
statewide prevention services,
as well as supportive services
for those living with HIV/AIDS
in Montana. So obviously we
would like to see our community
resources stay in Montana and go
to local efforts.”
McWilliams
said
a
representative from the Adams
Center attempted to contact the
Council Thursday afternoon. The
Council plans to get in touch with
Adams Center administration and
will not make further statements
until that has been done.
Muse said the Adams Center
has not made plans to release
detailed information regarding
donors and donation amounts
to the public, and it is doubtful
that the information will be made
available. This is a measure to
protect any private donors who
wish to remain anonymous for
personal reasons and does not
mean the Adams Center is trying
to pull the wool over anyone’s

eyes, she said.
“We are facilitating donations,
we are not making the donations,”
Muse said.
Negotiations for a second
Elton John concert began shortly
after ticket sales for the ﬁrst
concert concluded. Because the
show sold out so quickly, Muse
called John’s representatives to
ask if she could reserve a second
concert date. Due to a busy tour
schedule, John was unable to play
a second concert in the fall. But
Muse said John’s people were
considerate when she continued
to ask, “How can we get a second
date?”
Muse said in answer to her
question, the Howard Rose
Agency mentioned John’s passion
for his AIDS Foundation. Muse
did not say who ﬁrst suggested the
Adams Center make a donation,
only that during negotiations
the parties landed on something
mutually beneﬁcial.
“When
we
made
this
commitment, we believed it was
reasonable and doable, and we
still do,” Muse said.
Muse said she alerted the UM
administration to the donation
deal “within 10 minutes” of
making the offer. ASUM was
alerted about the same time, she
said.
Jamie Purdy contributed
reporting to this article.
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UNC student body president shot
Joedy McCreary
ASSOCIATED PRESS
CHAPEL HILL, N.C. – The
University of North Carolina
student body president was found
shot to death on a city street
in what police said Thursday
appeared to be a random crime,
stunning the campus community
who knew her well.
Thousands of students gathered
silently on campus to mourn Eve
Marie Carson, whose body was
discovered about a mile away
early Wednesday. The 22-yearold senior from Athens, Ga., had
been shot several times, including
at least once in the head, police
said. Ofﬁcials said there are no
suspects and no arrests have been
made.
“We have lost someone whom
we cherish and love,” university
Chancellor James Moeser told a
massive crowd on the school’s
Polk Place quad. “We’re all in a
state of shock.”
Police found Carson’s vehicle,
a blue 2005 Toyota Highlander
with Georgia plates, about a mile
from where her body was found
after receiving a tip Thursday
afternoon from a witness who
spotted it near the main drag
through the popular college

montanakaimin.com

town about 45 minutes west of
Raleigh.
Toby Rice, of Chapel Hill,
told The Associated Press his
wife discovered the car and called
911.
“We saw it on the news and we
heard the woman is the president
of the student body, and she goes,
‘Oh my God, I just found the
car,’” Rice said.
Carson’s body was found on
the street at an intersection after
neighbors reported hearing shots
about 5 a.m. Wednesday in an
upscale residential area. It was
not clear why she was in the
area, which does not have student
housing.
Police publicly identiﬁed the
shooting victim as Carson on
Thursday, and police Chief Brian
Curran said her death appeared
to be a random act. Police had no
evidence other than her car, and
the medical examiner said they
was no indication that Carson had
been sexually assaulted.
Curran said police had been
in contact with authorities in
Alabama
investigating
the
killing of a female student at
Auburn University, but added
that the cases do not appear to be
connected.
Moeser said there was nothing

to link Carson’s slaying to anyone
on North Carolina’s campus.
“My information is she was an
extraordinarily busy woman and it
wasn’t unusual for her to go to the
ofﬁce in the middle of the night,”
Curran said. “But we don’t know
that’s what she was doing.”
Carson was last seen alive 1:30
a.m. Wednesday, when she stayed
behind at home to do schoolwork
while her roommates went out.
Moeser said he got a call early
Thursday informing him that
Carson was the victim.
“It was shocking,” he said. “I
sat down and said ‘Oh my God.’ I
couldn’t believe this.”
On campus, students passed out
daisies and carnations, and large
boards were erected for students
to leave written memories. A
candlelight vigil was held at The
Pit, a popular campus gathering
spot. Dozens of counselors from
both North Carolina and nearby
Duke University were available
to talk to students.
“The strange thing, how the last
time I saw her we made the types
of plans where you know you’re
going to run into someone,” said
Keegan DeLancie, a senior from
Los Angeles and fellow Morehead
scholar “I’d like to think somehow
we will again.”

